
 
 

Kingston Conservation Advisory Council 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Andy Murphy Neighborhood Center (Note Alternate Location) 

Date: November 9, 2016 6:30-9:30pm 

 

Council Members Elizabeth Broad (absent), Lorraine Farina (excused), Emilie Hauser (Vice-

Chair), Lynn Johnson, Kevin McEvoy (Secretary), Julie Noble (Chair), Casey Schwarz  

 

 

I. Welcome Guests and Public Comment: The meeting called to order at 6:38PM by the 

Chairperson. Guest Present: John Mickelson, NRI Consultant. No public comment at 

this time. 

II. Review and Approval October 2016 Meeting: Upon motion made by Casey and 

seconded by Lynn, the October 2016 Meeting Minutes as amended were unanimously 

approved by the council. 

III. Old Business  

1. NRI/Open Space Project- Special Guest: John Mickelson, Consultant: John 

introduced himself and gave a project overview of the NRI including review and 

compilation of existing maps for the project, consideration of data gaps and new 

data to be developed, cataloguing material and depositing it online, development 

of open space index, review of open space index with City staff, interested 

parties, the public and other stakeholders. Project goals were discussed together 

with scoping (see Appendix A attached hereto). Discussions ensued regarding 

who will use the data, how and for what purposes with respect to open space, and 

using the data as a preliminary steps to an open space plan. The importance of the 

kml approach was discussed as it is becoming a widely used format and requires 

far less training than ARC GIS or QGIS. Printed maps, digital maps, the data 

catalogue and kml maps are the components, which will inform the vision. A list 

of what maps that should be included is shown, but is not limited to, the maps 

listed in Appendix B attached hereto, some of which may not be used as the data 

has been incorporated into other maps. Regarding Hudson River Shoreline type, 

the map could be updated from the NOAA Environmental Sensitivity Index or 

other data source, if available: 

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/maps-and-spatial-data/environmental-

sensitivity-index-esi-maps.html;  

Regarding aerials, a separate analysis may be needed to evaluate changes over 

time. Bus Routes and Election Districts may be considered auxiliary maps. 

Review components to an NRI (see Appendix C attached hereto) with respect to 

cataloging process. An Open Space prioritization model with ranking and 

evaluation will be created during the course of the project with stakeholder input. 

The presentation ended with a suggested 4 hour Google Earth training for the 

CAC. A sampling of the usefulness of kml and Google Earth was reviewed. As 

an action item, an online document for mark up and comment will be uploaded. 

2. Irish Cultural Center Hudson Valley further review: Tabled  

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/maps-and-spatial-data/environmental-sensitivity-index-esi-maps.html
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/maps-and-spatial-data/environmental-sensitivity-index-esi-maps.html


3. Zoning Code Review discussion: Kevin reviewed the Zoning Proposed for 

Natural Areas received from the Planning Dept. The CAC will review as an 

action item. 

IV. New Business: Tabled  

V. Announcements/Communications/Events:  

1. Sea Level Rise Implementation Group:  First session is November 10 at 5:30 PM at 

Scenic Hudson’s facility at Long Dock in Beacon NY with Scenic Hudson, Consensus 

Building Institute. 

2. Climate-Adaptive Design Final Session: The final open house for the Climate-

Adaptive Design is tentatively scheduled for December 13 at 12 Noon. Link to the 

project is below: 

https://wri.cals.cornell.edu/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change-hudson-river-

estuary/climate-adaptive-design 

VI. Reports/Updates  

1. Wood Burning/Air Quality (Lorraine Farina): Tabled  

2. Kingston Sidewalk Task Force (Lorraine Farina): Tabled  

3. Planning Board Liaison (Casey Schwarz): Discussion concerning the Health 

Alliance proposal at the Benedictine Campus and RUPCO Energy Square project 

were reported. No motions made and no resolutions presented. The Chair will 

request the site plans for both projects for review from the Planning Department 

as an action item.  

4. Public Safety Liaison (Lynn Johnson): The copy of the woodburning brochure 

done in coordination with Buildingg Safety was discussed.  

5. Climate Smart Kingston Commission (Julie Noble:) The chairperson provided 

an electric vehicle update, date change for next CSKC meeting to 11-22 due to 

Thanksgiving holiday schedules and mentioned other matters presently before 

the Climate Smart Commission such as the new revised expedited solar permit 

now available. There were no action items, resolutions or motions. 

6. Ulster County Environmental Management Council Liaison (Emilie 

Hauser): A brief report resulted in no action items, resolutions or motions. Refer 

to the Ulster County Environmental Management Council Minutes for further 

details.  

VII. Adjournment: Upon motion made by Casey and seconded by Lynn, the Council 

members present moved to adjourn at 9:34pm.  

 
Links to external websites are informational only with no representation by the CAC 

being made as to content contained therein. 

 

Mission: Ensure the conservation of the City of Kingston’s natural resources 

and the enhancement and protection of its environment while fostering unified 

action on environmental matters.  
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